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Office  
of the State 
Archaeologist
The Year in Review
OSA mission statement, academic activities, staff 
achievements, annual work plan accomplishments, and plans 
and prospects for FY 2018.
By the Numbers
An overview of FY 2018 through numbers and charts.
Student Success
Thirteen undergraduate and three graduate students were 
involved in various OSA archaeological and related research 
and repository activities over the course of the fiscal year. 
Research
The OSA conducts a wide range of research activities to 
discover the archaeological and architectural history of Iowa 
and surrounding midcontinent over the last 13,000 years. 
Bioarchaeology
In FY 2018 the OSA Bioarchaeology Program’s efforts have 
focused on fulfilling its responsibilities towards the Native 
American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act as well as 
engaging in public education and outreach events.
Strategic Initiatives
The OSA provides resources and opportunities that 
encourage the understanding, appreciation, and stewardship 
of Iowa’s archaeological past.
Fiscal Year 2018  
Annual Report
The Year in 
Review
OSA Mission
The position of State Archaeologist was established in 1959. 
Read the entire mission statement. 
Read more about: 
Advisory Committee  
Indian Advisory Council
Academic Activities
OSA staff instructed four UI classes during FY 2018 
including CRM Archaeology and Human Osteology. OSA 
hosted nine Brown Bag lectures presented by OSA, UI, Iowa 
DOT, and Sanford Museum faculty, staff, and students.
Office and Staff Achievements
During FY 2018, OSA staff were recognized for their 
outstanding efforts with public engagement, successful 
with updating the National Register of Historic Places, and 
quoted in regional media.
FY 2018 Annual Work Plan 
Accomplishments
In FY 2018 the OSA continued energetically pursuing 
research, education and outreach, and service 
activities throughout Iowa, the surrounding region, and 
internationally. 
FY 2019 Plans and Prospects
For FY 2019 the OSA has established 24 specific objectives.
Nuts and Bolts for FY 2018
Organization chart; financial details; strategic plan 2016–
2021; and listings of OSA’s public presentations, papers 
presented at professional meetings, publications, service, 
and technical reports.
John F. Doershuk, State Archaeologist and Director of the  
University of Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist Return to Table of Contents
Date of 
Presentation Presenter Association Title
In 
Attendance
11/3/2017 John Doershuk University of Iowa Recent Lakeside Lab Archaeological Field School Investigations: The Prairie Lakes Woodland Era 30
11/10/2017 Elizabeth Reetz University of Iowa Integrating Archaeology and Environmental Education at School of the Wild 22
12/1/2017 Brennan Dolan and Janee Becker
Iowa Department of 
Transportation Protecting Iowa’s Past – How Do We Do It? 28
12/15/2017 Seraphina Carey University of Iowa Central Plains tradition sites in Fremont County, Iowa: The Nebraska phase outside of the Glenwood locality 26
2/23/2018 Warren Davis Warren Davis Old Collections, New Insights: A Lithic Analysis of the Lungren Site (13ML224) 28
3/2/2018 Megan Stroh Messerole and Mark Anderson Sanford Museum and UI
Anticipating features: gradiometer surveys at the Dixon site 
in Northwest Iowa 27
3/9/2018 Mary De La Garza University of Iowa
Drone technology is fast becoming a staple commodity -but 
what does it offer archaeologists and what are the hurdles 
regarding drone use?
30
3/23/2018 Rebekah (Truhan) Podolefsky University of Iowa
The Grateful Dead: A GIS Approach to Determining the 
Correlation Between Habitation Sites and Burial Sites in the 
Woodland Period in Iowa 
36
3/30/2018 James Enloe University of Iowa Woodpecker Cave: Present Research of Its Past 26
Brown Bags
Brown Bag at the OSA is a regular series through which OSA staff and guests share their 
research over the lunch hour. Topics include individuals’ areas of interest, work in the field, and 
recent developments in archaeology and architectural history throughout Iowa and the Midwest. 
Presentations are free and open to the public and are held in OSA’s main laboratory. Attendees 
are encouraged to engage in discussion and exchange following the presentation. 
Academic Activities
Lara Noldner  
Bioarchaeology Director 
Instructor
First-Year Seminar: A Tour of Biological 
Anthropology
Students explore the diverse field of biological 
anthropology and learn about many of the ways 
that knowledge of human biology can inform us 
about how people have evolved, migrated, and 
adapted to the many regions of the world we now 
inhabit. 
Fall 2017, 18 students
John F. Doershuk  
State Archaeologist 
Instructor
Archaeology of the American Midcontinent
This course provided students with a broad 
introduction to the entire range of past cultural 
adaptations within the midcontinent including 
Paleoindian, Archaic, Woodland, and Late 
Prehistoric. Students worked in teams to develop 
presentations on specific sites of interest.
Fall 2017, 16 students
Field Archaeology
Iowa Lakeside Laboratory
The 2018 Lakeside Laboratory archaeological field 
school continued on-going research efforts in the 
Iowa Great Lakes region including excavations at a 
Woodland-era site (13DK143) within Mini-Wakan 
State Park immediately adjacent to the north edge 
of Spirit Lake. 
Summer 2018, 7 students
Practicum in CRM Archaeology
Anthropology Graduate student Kirsten Tharalson 
completed an independent study practicum at 
OSA to develop her skill set regarding the laws 
and practice of Cultural Resource Management 
archaeology.
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Click to enlarge and 
view list of Brown Bag 
presentations
Office and Staff Achievements
In the news
State Archaeologist John Doershuk was quoted in 
the winter 2018 edition of Iowa Natural Heritage 
for an article about preserving archaeological 
sites:
“One of the best ways 
to permanently protect 
these sites — on 
public and private 
land— is conservation 
easements. The past 
is a nonrenewable 
resource. If we’re going 
to learn anything from 
it, we need to preserve 
it. We all benefit from 
being good stewards 
of these lands.” 
Doershuk also participated as a panelist for the 
WorldCanvass radio broadcast of a portion the UI 
Provost’s Forum “Archives Against Amnesia.”
NRHP listing success
The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
listing for the Old Fort Madison, located at 
the City of Fort Madison in Lee County, was 
successfully updated in March 2018 by OSA staff 
Angela R. Collins and William E. Whittaker. The 
nomination expanded its boundary to include 
recent archaeological findings of the fort’s 
battlefield and Black Hawk’s ravine. 
In addition to the fort’s tremendous 
archaeological preservation buried 
several feet beneath the modern city 
surface, the nomination extended 
national significance to the fort and  
associated battlefield for its pivotal 
role during the War of 1812 and its 
documented association with Black 
Hawk, a famous Native American war 
leader who is well known for his popular 
autobiography Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiak 
and for his role during the Black Hawk War of the 
1832.
It’s nice to be appreciated 
Chérie Haury-Artz has been personally thanked 
three times by the UI OVPR&ED this fiscal year 
due to several letters of appreciation received 
from various teachers in the state where she 
presented for classes and events. The first was 
from a teacher at Melcher-Dallas High School 
for an Ice Age and Archaeology Methods 
presentation Chérie gave at various high school 
science classes and at least one 6th grade 
class. The second recognition was from 
five participants and the teacher of a 
Master Naturalists class to whom she 
presented while leading a hike. The third 
recognition was for a Hands on History 
presentation in Milton about Richardson’s 
Point and the Mormon Trails research 
project. In addition, Chérie received a 
very complimentary personal note from the 
Spencer Library for her presentation about the 
Ancient Trails research project. 
Thank you for your excellent work, Chérie!
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Mary De La Garza, OSA’s Research 
Technology Director, was featured in the 
March 2018 edition of 
Iowa Alumni Magazine 
discussing the rise of digital 
technology in archaeology. 
In particular, Mary 
emphasized the useful role 
of drones for capturing 
thermal imagery as 
a technique to detect 
potential archaeological 
features beneath the 
ground surface, a form of 
remote sensing.
FY 2018 Annual Work Plan Accomplishments
9. Continue to extend the impact of the OSA’s various 
social media efforts, such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Tumbler, and Instagram, to further increase the 
number of followers and timely dissemination of 
information on Iowa archaeology topics. Successful
10. Continue to conduct high-quality archaeological, 
architectural history, and osteological research for 
regional, national, and international grant-funded 
sponsors. Successful
11. Complete lab, reporting, and public outreach for 
the Dixon Oneota site archaeological excavations 
conducted on behalf of Iowa DOT in collaboration 
with tribal partners. Successful (reporting in 
progress)
12. Collaborate with the UI Pentacrest Museums and 
other campus partners in developing the 2018 
edition of the UI “Dare to Discover” Mobile Museum 
including major exhibits on the endangered Pangolin, 
Wild Iowa, and Translating Science. Successful
13. Continue to provide high-quality statewide 
osteological services to the State Medical Examiner’s 
Office and law enforcement personnel as needed and 
continue to work with Iowa citizens, state agencies, 
tribal partners, and county level historic preservation 
commissions to document historic cemeteries and 
ancient burial sites on both private and state-owned 
lands. Successful
14. Complete reporting and educational outreach for the 
DOT-funded project Bringing the Glenwood Culture 
to Iowans: Research, Publication, and Engagement 
on Archaeological Sites Excavated by the Iowa 
Department of Transportation. In progress
15. Complete the funded Statewide Transportation 
Alternatives Program project: Documenting Iowa’s 
Pre-Settlement Roads and Trails. In progress
16. Submit for publication at least 10 articles, 
reports, and book chapters, including to peer-
reviewed journals, and continue contributions to 
newsletters, online websites, and wikis to improve the 
dissemination of information about the significance 
and value of Iowa’s past. In progress
17. Teach Introduction to Archaeology, for Cornell 
College in Spring 2018 (Successful) and Field 
Archaeology, in Summer 2018 through the Iowa 
Lakeside Laboratory Regents Resource Center. 
Successful
18. Complete development of mobile device versions of 
I-SitesPro for in-field use and add Notable Locations 
(NL), Historic Indian Locations Database (HILD), 
Projectile Point Types (PPT), and LANDMASS layers. 
Successful
19. Initiate strategic initiatives to increase OSA’s 
fundraising capacity in support of education and 
research activities statewide. In progress
20. Attend the 2018 Society for American Archaeology 
(SAA) international conference (Washington, D.C.) 
and chair the national Public Education Committee 
annual meeting. OSA staff will also participate at SAA 
in the annual meetings of Project Archaeology, the 
National Association of State Archaeologists, and 
the Council of Councils (professional associations); 
participate in a session focused on NAGPRA 
Implementation and the intersection of NAGPRA 
and state law (sponsored by the American Museum 
of Natural History Repatriation Committee); and 
co-chair a symposium entitled, “21st Century 
Approaches to Archaeology, Education, and the 
Public” which will be published in the Journal of 
Archaeology and Education. Successful
21. Transfer approximately 250 cubic ft of Army Corps of 
Engineers archaeological collections and associated 
materials to the Illinois State Museum as part of 
the Corps’ curation facility consolidation program. 
Successful
22. Secure the final signatures needed from our 25 tribal 
partners to renew the Iowa NAGPRA Agreement, 
which will allow us to continue to rebury human 
skeletal remains for which tribal cultural affiliation 
cannot be determined. Successful
23. Attend the Project Archaeology Leadership Retreat 
in Bozeman, Montana and contribute to planning the 
2018 National Archaeological Education Conference 
and visioning for national implementation of Project 
Archaeology and Institute for Heritage Education 
goals. Successful
24. Provide expertise for staffing the “Aerial 
Reconnaissance Training for Archaeological 
Databases” event for tribal heritage professionals 
sponsored by the Ho-Chunk Nation and present at 
the 2017 Wisconsin Tribal Transportation Conference 
hosted by the Wisconsin DOT on drone aerial 
reconnaissance applications in historic preservation. 
Successful
25. Reorganize OSA space at 700 CLSB to create 
more-efficient communication between project and 
program team members, better utilize available 
resources, and open the basement for installation of 
nearly 1,000 ft3 of additional curation space for the 
State Archaeological Repository. Successful
26. Continue analysis and reporting of data collected 
on the Lake Red Rock mammoth to fully ascertain 
whether human-proboscidean interaction took place 
and prepare a publication and grant application for 
addition investigation, if warranted, on the findings. 
In progress
In FY 2018 the OSA continued to energetically pursue 
research, education and outreach, and service activities 
on campus and throughout Iowa, the surrounding region, 
and internationally. In the process, the OSA continued 
engaging with a wide variety of students and public in 
and outside of Iowa. The OSA established 26 specific 
objectives for FY 2018 which reflected goals identified 
in OSA’s Strategic Plan: 2016–2021 (see Appendix A). 
These objectives were designed to focus OSA staff energy 
toward contributing to UI’s efforts to be a leading public 
research university while cost-efficiently maximizing 
the development, dissemination, and preservation of 
knowledge of Iowa’s human past. The specific objectives 
were:
1. Continue providing research support for major 
economic infrastructure projects such as highways, 
communication towers, utility corridors, and 
recreation areas through the OSA’s research division. 
Successful
2. Further assist farms, small business, and non-
profits to quickly meet their local, state, and federal 
regulatory obligations at affordable costs. Successful
3. Teach during fall 2017 a first-year seminar section, 
“Biological Anthropology” which engages incoming UI 
students in current research at the OSA. Successful
4. Continue development of OSA’s capacity to conduct 
drone-based research by utilizing OSA’s equipment in 
field projects involving collection of high-resolution 
and thermal images and develop skills in processing 
and analyzing collected images. Successful
5. Utilize OSA resources to offer undergraduate 
and graduate students research and employment 
opportunities including as volunteers, work-study 
students, research assistants, and interns, and 
mentor graduate students in Anthropology—
especially those working on a Master’s degree 
specialization in Cultural Resource Management 
archaeology or Midwest/Plains research topics. 
Successful
6. Complete publication and distribution of OSA Report 
25 on the Wall Ridge Site (13ML176). Draft in review 
with potential publishers
7. Teach during fall 2017 the online course 
“Archaeology of the American Midcontinent” on 
behalf of the UI Department of Anthropology. 
Successful
8. Submit an NEH proposal for an Implementation Grant 
through the Humanities Collections and Reference 
Resources Program to create a 3D digital library 
of the human skeletal remains in the UI Stanford 
Collection so that it can be made more accessible 
to qualified researchers. This, in turn, will allow 
us to learn more about the diversity of individuals 
represented. Successful submittal but grant not 
awarded
Return to The Year in Review
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FY 2019 Plans and Prospects
8. Teach during spring 2019 the online course “CRM 
Archaeology: Practice and Practicalities” on behalf of 
the UI Department of Anthropology.
9. Submit during fall 2018 an Arts and Humanities 
Initiative (AHI) internal funding grant application to 
UI to support implementation of a high-resolution 
bioarchaeology scanning project as proof-of-concept 
for a NEH funding application.
10. Re-submit in early summer 2019 an NEH proposal 
for an Implementation Grant through the Humanities 
Collections and Reference Resources Program to 
create a 3D digital library of the human skeletal 
remains in the UI Stanford Collection so that it can be 
made more accessible to qualified researchers. This, 
in turn, will allow us to learn more about the diversity 
of individuals represented.
11. Continue to extend the impact of the OSA’s various 
social media efforts, such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Tumbler, and Instagram, to further increase the 
number of followers and timely dissemination of 
information on Iowa archaeology topics.
12. Continue to conduct high-quality archaeological, 
architectural history, and osteological research for 
regional, national, and international grant-funded 
sponsors. 
13. Complete lab, reporting, and public outreach for 
the Dixon Oneota site archaeological excavations 
conducted on behalf of Iowa DOT in collaboration 
with tribal partners.
14. Continue to provide high-quality statewide 
osteological services to the State Medical Examiner’s 
Office and law enforcement personnel as needed and 
continue to work with Iowa citizens, state agencies, 
tribal partners, and county level historic preservation 
commissions to document historic cemeteries and 
ancient burial sites on both private and state-owned 
lands.
15. Complete reporting and educational outreach for the 
DOT-funded project Bringing the Glenwood Culture 
to Iowans: Research, Publication, and Engagement 
on Archaeological Sites Excavated by the Iowa 
Department of Transportation.
16. Complete the funded Statewide Transportation 
Alternatives Program project: Documenting Iowa’s 
Pre-Settlement Roads and Trails.
17. Submit for publication at least 10 articles, 
reports, and book chapters, including to peer-
reviewed journals, and continue contributions to 
newsletters, online websites, and wikis to improve the 
dissemination of information about the significance 
and value of Iowa’s past.
18. Teach Introduction to Archaeological Field Methods 
for Cornell College in fall 2018 and Field Archaeology, 
in Summer 2019, through the Iowa Lakeside 
Laboratory Regents Resource Center.
19. Initiate strategic initiatives to increase OSA’s 
fundraising capacity in support of education and 
research activities statewide.
20. Participate in the 2019 Society for American 
Archaeology (SAA) international conference 
(Albuquerque, NM) and chair the national Public 
Education Committee annual meeting. OSA staff 
will also participate at SAA in the annual meetings 
of Project Archaeology, the National Association of 
State Archaeologists, and the Council of Councils 
(professional associations).
21. Complete management of the Calendar Year 2018 
University of Iowa Dare to Discover Mobile Museum 
season and successfully decommission the project 
including creation of a summary report of the five-
season project impacts.
22. Continue analysis and reporting of data collected 
on the Lake Red Rock mammoth to fully ascertain 
whether human-proboscidean interaction took place 
and prepare a publication and grant application for 
addition investigation, if warranted, on the findings.
23. Add a new data layer to I-SitesPro which enhances 
recognition of recorded archaeological sites 
with associated human remains or Burial Project 
information and assist Iowa SHPO with “stop-gap” 
recordation of professionally surveyed project areas 
posted to I-SitesPro as an accessible data layer.
24. Modernize OSA’s Archival database and create an 
efficient online portal linked to I-SitesPro.
In FY 2019 the OSA will continue to energetically pursue 
research, education and outreach, and service activities 
on campus and throughout Iowa, the surrounding region, 
and internationally. In the process, the OSA will continue 
engaging with a wide variety of students and public in 
and outside of Iowa. The OSA has established 24 specific 
objectives for FY 2019 which reflect goals identified in 
OSA’s Strategic Plan: 2016–2021 (see Appendix A). 
These objectives are designed to focus OSA staff energy 
toward contributing to UI’s efforts to be a leading public 
research university while cost-efficiently maximizing 
the development, dissemination, and preservation of 
knowledge of Iowa’s human past. The specific objectives 
are:
1. Continue providing research support for major 
economic infrastructure projects such as highways, 
communication towers, utility corridors, and 
recreation areas through the OSA’s research division. 
2. Further assist farms, small business, and non-
profits to quickly meet their local, state, and federal 
regulatory obligations at affordable costs. 
3. Teach during fall 2018 a first-year seminar section, 
“Biological Anthropology” which engages incoming 
UI students in current research at the OSA.
4. Continue development of OSA’s capacity to conduct 
drone-based research by utilizing OSA’s equipment in 
field projects involving collection of high-resolution 
and thermal images and develop skills in processing 
and analyzing collected images. 
5. Arrange for an Iowa Center for Research by 
Undergraduates academic year funding package to 
support a student working on the State Historical 
Society of Iowa HRDP-funded project by OSA: 
“Preservation of the John Palmquist Archaeological 
Collection from Southwest Iowa.”
6. Utilize OSA resources to offer undergraduate 
and graduate students research and employment 
opportunities including as volunteers, work-study 
students, research assistants, and interns, and 
mentor graduate students in Anthropology—
especially those working on a Master’s degree 
specialization in Cultural Resource Management 
archaeology or Midwest/Plains research topics.
7. Complete publication and distribution of the Wall 
Ridge Site (13ML176) technical report through the 
University of Utah Press or as OSA Report 25.
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Vision
The Office of the State Archaeologist aspires to be a na-
tionally recognized archaeological research center empha-
sizing interdisciplinary excellence.
Core Values
In addition to supporting the “University of Iowa Strate-
gic Plan for 2016-2021,” OSA is guided by the Society for 
American Archaeology’s Principles of Archeological Eth-
ics. These principles are embodied in nine commitments: 
stewardship, accountability, commercialization, public ed-
ucation and outreach, intellectual property, public report-
ing and publication, records and preservation, training and 
resources, and safe educational and workplace environ-
ments. As a nationally recognized research facility, OSA is 
dedicated to engaging multiple constituencies while pro-
moting a dynamic intellectual environment. We focus on 
advanced research, transformative student learning expe-
riences, and public engagement to inspire and improve the 
quality of life for all Iowans through education and sup-
port of sustainable infrastructure development. We actively 
contribute to the University’s mission and goals which rec-
ognize intellectual and cultural vitality is the foundation of 
a healthy research organization.
Mission
Develop, disseminate, and preserve knowledge of Iowa’s 
human past through archaeological research, scientific 
discovery, public stewardship, service, and education.
GOAL 1: 
Conduct high-impact research throughout Iowa and the 
surrounding region.
• Engage in Iowa-focused archaeological, architectural 
history, and bioarchaeological research that contrib-
utes to understanding Iowa’s past and present.
 » Focus research effort on topics reflecting core 
staff strengths.
 » Investigate and invest in emerging research areas 
to which staff may successfully contribute. 
 » Broaden the range of contract and grant-support-
ed research opportunities. 
 » Display OSA’s excellence through peer-reviewed 
publications, large research projects, national and 
regional conference participation, and exceptional 
customer service.
 » Continue OSA’s national leadership role in the re-
spectful treatment of ancient human remains.
• Recruit and retain staff who possess the knowledge, 
skills, abilities, and diversity to enhance OSA’s re-
search activities while maintaining a high quality work-
place environment.
 » Further develop a “people first” focus to increase 
staff awareness they are valued. 
 » Improve project management and business prac-
tices to maximize support for research staff to 
conduct high quality and investigations.
 » Develop additional means to recognize and credit 
staff for their achievements. 
 » Maintain and enhance gender and ethnic diversity 
staffing opportunities.
 » Provide an environment where innovation, flex-
ibility, and collaboration are encouraged and 
rewarded.
• Contribute to a campus culture in which UI facul-
ty, staff, and students can expand their research 
productivity.
 » Creatively explore collaborative research partner-
ships with campus faculty and staff partners that 
complement and extend OSA’s areas of strength.   
 » Develop opportunities for meaningful student par-
ticipation in OSA research. 
 » Direct resources to existing and emerging pro-
grams based on their centrality to UI’s mission and 
potential for sustained funding and excellence.
 » Encourage new and highlight existing research 
that illustrates the diverse peoples in Iowa’s ar-
chaeological record.
Funding Received for Sponsored Research 
and Services, Fiscal Year 2018
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SPONSOR PROJECT COUNTY AWARD
5th and Walnut Parking LLC archaeological monitoring of a new construction project in Des Moines Polk $4,947
Affordable Housing Network archaeological survey of a development project in Cedar Rapids Linn $995
Alliant Energy archaeological survey of an electrical conversion project at Ledges State Park Boone $2,860
archaeological survey of an electrical conversion project at Center Lake Dickinson $4,366
American Bank, NA archaeological survey of a construction project Cherokee $1,405
Becky and William Schmooke archaeological survey of Crosheck road development project Johnson $1,213
Broadman and Clark LLP archaeological survey of a construction project in Harper's Ferry Allamakee $1,738
BrownWinick cultural resources evaluation Taylor $500
Buena Vista County Conservation archaeological survey of campground expansion project at Linn Grove Buena Vista $7,328
Campus View Management archaeological survey of a construction project in Iowa City Johnson $1,922
Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity cultural resources evaluation Linn $250
City of Iowa City civil rights grant – African-American history Johnson $16,052
City of Panora historic architectural survey of Panora Dam Guthrie $6,715
City of Council Bluffs archaeological survey of a development project Pottawattamie $1,980
City of Urbandale archaeological survey of a trail project in Urbandale Dallas $2,975
Clarke County Conservation archaeological survey of an expansion project at East Lake Park Clarke $5,614
David Berg archaeological survey and historic architectural review of Malvern tower project Mills $1,514
archaeological survey and historic architectural review of Pease Road tower project Mills $1,587
DNR Fairport Fish Hatchery archaeological survey of an improvement project at Fairport State Fish Hatchery Muscatine $1,667
Great Lakes Hybrids archaeological survey of a construction project Keokuk $1,491
GSS Inc. archaeological survey and historic architectural review of Monticello cell tower project Jones $1,571
archaeological and historic architectural review Iowa State Fairgrounds cell tower project Polk $1,678
archaeological survey and historic architectural review of Freeport, Spirit Lake, and Marquette cell tower 
projects
mulitple $3,265
Ho-Chunk Nation aerial reconnaissance training for archaeology database development Wisconsin $4,224
In Situ Archaeological Consulting, LLC report revision of an archaeological survey of a new construction project in Centerville Appanoose $500
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship archaeological survey of Buena Vista CREP project Buena Vista $1,788
archaeological survey of Carroll CREP project Carroll $1,788
archaeological survey of Sac CREP project Sac $1,788
archaeological survey of Berhle mine reclamation project Wapello $1,996
archaeological survey of Smith wetland project Guthrie $2,436
archaeological survey of De Ronde mine reclamation project Mahaska $2,697
archaeological survey of Behrle access lane mine reclamation project Wapello $3,160
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs archaeological survey of Montauk septic system project at site 13FT152 Fayette $1,454
Iowa Department of Natural Resources cultural resources evaluation Van Buren $250
cultural resources evaluation Johnson $381
cultural resources evaluation Allamakee $500
cultural resources evaluation Dickinson $500
cultural resources evaluation Jackson $500
cultural resources evaluation Warren $500
cultural resources evaluation Mahaska $500
archaeological survey of a fence project at Van Buren Wildlife Management Area Van Buren $1,253
archaeological survey of a new construction project at Winford Wildlife Management Area Mahaska $1,258
archaeological survey of an lake shoreline improvement project at Lewis and Clark State Park Monona $1,284
archaeological survey of an enhancement project at Grant Park Sac $1,359
Office of the State Archaeologist Budgets, 
Fiscal Years 1987–2018
Fiscal 
Year
University of 
Iowa GEF1 
Support2
Research 
Incentive 
Funds3
Gifts, Fees, and 
Return on  
Endowments4,5
Grants  
and Contracts Total
% Non-GEF 
Support
Facilities and 
Administration 
Returns
1987 $166,378 — $343,814 $510,192 67.4 —
1988 $180,450 — — $381,611 $562,061 67.9 —
1989 $218,321 — — $746,440 $964,761 77.4 —
1990 $250,721 — — $758,115 $1,012,228 75.2 —
1991 $241,892 — $3,392 $1,032,124 $1,294,682 81.3 —
1992 $231,763 — $20,666 $1,355,345 $1,591,936 85.4 —
1993 $248,162 — $4,828 $1,503,660 $1,755,747 85.9 —
1994 $255,391 — $3,925 $1,860,710 $2,117,096 87.9 —
1995 $273,846 — $995 $1,815,692 $2,092,980 86.9 —
1996 $302,603 — $3,442 $2,143,301 $2,455,503 87.7 $242,812 
1997 $343,630 $9,227 $9,599 $1,792,913 $2,150,644 83.6 $423,888 
1998 $423,937 $16,108 $4,874 $3,044,573 $3,490,368 87.4 $269,706 
1999 $379,304 $10,249 $5,750 $2,726,245 $3,132,349 87.6 $358,258 
2000 $388,748 $13,614 $16,551 $3,085,581 $3,502,231 88.5 $324,627 
2001 $395,735 $12,336 $14,288 $3,531,186 $3,980,826 89.7 $403,836 
2002 $408,102 $15,346 $41,569 $3,791,216 $4,265,078 90.1 $407,757 
2003 $434,657 $15,495 $50,414 $2,551,074 $3,037,292 85.2 $361,995 
2004 $465,291 $13,756 $36,066 $2,589,257 $3,126,918 84.7 $390,363 
2005 $458,501 $14,834 $58,614 $2,357,860 $2,932,505 83.9 $392,968 
2006 $492,868 $14,933 $101,310 $2,474,091 $3,031,824 83.2 $373,047 
2007 $444,831 $14,176 $51,932 $3,876,329 $4,423,189 89.5 $469,414 
2008 $543,708 $17,838 $87,853 $3,471,418 $4,246,459 86.5 $580,886 
2009 $581,252 $23,276 $213,495 $3,622,303 $4,605,904 87.4 $532,334 
2010 $560,044 $22,115 $379,073 $2,854,434 $3,634,397 84.6 $440,829 
2011 $526,065 $16,751 $197,804 $3,577,491 $4,447,546 88.2 $534,829 
2012 $545,644 $22,549 $327,239 $1,607,403 $2,501,457 78.2 $593,395 
2013 $556,823 $18,866 $325,861 $2,702,664 $3,384,040 83.5 $496,486 
2014 $549,183 $16,548 $105,687 $2,257,603 $2,929,998 81.3 $435,478 
2015 $553,675 $11,760 $106,664 $2,066,947 $2,779,426 80.1 $309,461
2016 $573,010 $13,326 $127,227 $1,912,317 $2,625,880 78.2 $350,678 
2017 $543,911 $11,760 $153,050 $2,118,410 $2,827,131 80.8 $505,295 
2018 $455,671 — $288,461 $1,898,736 $2,642,868 82.8 $433,275
1General Education Fund
2Safety equipment contributions by the University of Iowa (UI) are not included for any year prior to FY 2007, nor are they available for these 
years. 
3Research Incentive funds first became available in FY 1997. 
4Amounts for gifts are not available for FY 1987 through FY 2002. Gifts include return on the UI Foundation’s endowment funds for the Office 
of the State Archaeologist.
5Amounts for fees and contributions are not available for FY 1987 through FY 1989. Totals for FY 1990 through FY 2000 and FY 2002 do not 
include I-Site Pro license and site search fees, and totals for FY 1990 through FY 1999 do not include Bioarchaeology fees.
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County Location Staff Member Sponsor D te Topic/Title Audience
Adair Greenfield JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED April 30 UI Mobile Museum at Nodaway Valley Communi y 
School District
296
Black Hawk Vinton JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 16 UI Mobile Museum at Benton County Rec Day 109
Buchanan Dewar Jake Arana Nigh, JD Patterson OVPRED October 8 UI Mobile Museum at Sunday at the Quarry 1090
Butler Independence Jake Arana Nigh, JD Patterson OVPRED July 7-8 UI Mobile Museum at the Buchanan County Fair 977
Cass Clarkesvi le Jake Arana Nigh, Katie Draves OVPRED May 11 UI Mobile Museum at Clarkesville Community School 
District
182
Cedar Atlantic Cherie Haury-Artz Golden Hills RC&D March 9 Iowa's Ancient Trails 11
Cedar West Branch JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED April 24 UI Mobile Museum at Herbert Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum STEM Day
213
Cedar Wilton JC Gillett, Cherie Haury-Artz, 
Jake Arana Nigh
OVPRED April 26-27 UI Mobile Museum at Wilton High School 565
Cedar West Branch Cherie Haury-Artz, Jake Ara a 
Nigh
VPRED May 3 UI Mobile Museum at Herbert Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum STEM Day
204
C dar West Branch JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 5 UI Mobile Museum at the Bear Stampede 116
Cedar West Branch JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 15 UI Mobile Museum at Herbert Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum STEM Day
176
Cedar West Branch Cherie Haury-Artz, Jake Arana 
Nigh
OVPRED May 24 UI Mobile Museum at Herbert Hoover Presidential 
Library and Museum STEM Day
234
Cherokee Cherokee Cherie Haury-Artz Iowa Arch ological Society Fall Meeting September 24 Animals from Archaeological Sites 40
Cherokee Cherokee Lara Noldner Iowa Archeolo ical Society Fall Me ting September 24 Mounds in Iowa 50
Cherokee Cherokee John Doershuk Northwest Chapter, Iowa Archeological 
Society meeting
November 1 Recent Lakeside Lab Archaeological Field School 
Investigations: The Prairie Lakes Woodland Era
12
Cherokee Cherokee Mark L. Anderson Sanford Museum and Planetar um January 13 The Dixon Site, 13WD8: A Frontier Oneota Village on 
the Little Sioux River
65
Cherokee Cherokee Cherie Haury-Artz Sanford Museum and Planetarium March 17 Iowa's Ancient Trails 21
Cherokee Marcus JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 2 UI Mobile Museum at Marcus-Meriden-Cleghorn 
Community Schools
146
Clarke Osceola JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 14 UI Mobile Museum at Clarke Community School 
District
142
Clay Spencer Jake Arana Nigh, Laura Kerr  OVPRED September 10-15 UI Mobile Museum at the Clay County Fair 2511
Clay Spencer Cherie Haury-Artz Spencer Public Library March 17 Iowa's Ancient Trails 32
Clinton Clinton JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh, JD 
Patterson
OVPRED July 4 UI Mobile Museum at the Clinton 4th of July Festival 441
Clinton Wheatland JC Gillett, Jake Arana Nigh OVPRED May 7 UI Mobile Museum at Calamus Wheatland Community 
School District
137
Dallas Waukee Jake Arana Nigh, Laura Kerr OVPRED September 6 UI Mobile Museum at Walnut Hills Elementary 331
Delaware Dyersville Jake Arana Nigh, Allison Buser, 
Katie Draves
OVPRED June 28 UI Mobile Museum at James Kennedy Public Library 192
Appendix C: Presentations at Professional 
Meetings, Fiscal Year 2018
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Staff Member Conference Loc tion Date Paper Title
Anderson, Mark L., Dan Wendt 61st Annual Midwest Archaeological Conference Indianapolis, IN October 20, 2017 Digital Lithic Raw Material Reference Collections 
(Roundtable Discussion)
Anderson, Mark L. Sara L. 
Anderson, and Dan Wendt 
75th Plains Anthropological Conference Bismarck, ND November 6, 2017 Digital Lithic Raw Material Reference Collections 
(Roundtable Discussion)
Anderson, Mark L. 130th Iowa Academy of Science Annual Meeting 
and Iowa Archeological Society Spring Meeting
Storm Lake April 20, 2018 The Dixon Site, 13WD8: A Frontier Oneota Village on the 
Little Sioux River
Collins, Angela R., and William E. 
Whittaker
State National Register Nomination Review 
Committee
Des Moines October 13, 2017 Old Fort Madison and Battlefield (boundary increase), Fort 
Madison
Collins, Angela R., John F. 
Doershuk, and David M. Gradwohl
61st Annual Midwest Archaeological Conference Indianapolis, IN October 20, 2017 Mildred Mott Wedel—A Pioneering Iowan Archaeologist
De La Garza, Mary 130th Iowa Academy of Science Annual Meeting 
and Iowa Archeological Society Spring Meeting
Storm Lake April 21, 2018 Aerial Reconnaissance for Heritage Resource Management
De La Garza, Mary 83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology
Washington, D.C. onlin 10 years, 3 Supervisors, 7 assistants and 30 students. 
How the Iowa Office of the State Archaeologist 
managed, manages and plans for the future of 
archaeological data
Doershuk, John F. 83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology invited Symposium presentation
Washington, D.C. April 13, 2018 The University of Iowa American Indian Concerns 
Archaeological Field School--Putting the Zimmerman 
Vision to Work. Symposium: From Bearded 
Archaeologists and Closet Chickens to Multiple Pasts 
and the Archaeology of Yesterday: Honoring the Career 
and Impact of Larry J. Zimmerman; symposium co-
rganizers: Jeremy Wilson, Dorothy Lippert, Desiree 
Martinez, and Elizabeth Ryder
Haury-Artz, Cherie 75th Plains Anthropol gical Confere ce Bismarck, ND Novemb r 7, 2017 Iowa in the Time of Shakespeare: Partnering Outside the 
Box to Expand the Range of Archaeology Education
Haury-Artz, Cherie and Elizabeth 
Reetz
Iowa Association of County Conservation Board 
Employees (IACCBE)
Waterloo January 25, 2018 Interpreting Native Cultures
Haury-Artz, Cherie 130th Iowa Academy of Science Annual Meeting 
and Io a Archeological Society Spring Meeting
Storm Lake April 21, 2018 A Preview of Fauna from the 2017 Excavations at the 
Dixon Site
Hedden, John G. 75th Plains Anthropological Conference Bismarck, ND November 6, 2017 A Brief History of Central Plains Tradition Research in the 
State of Iowa: If 140 Years is Brief
Hedden, John G. and Dan G. Horgen 75th Plains Anthropological Conference Bismarck, ND November 6, 2017 Nebraska Phase Steed-Kisker Cultural Relationships in the 
Glenwood Locality of Iowa
Mack, Jennifer E. Society for Historical Archaeology 2018 
Conference
New Orleans, LA January 5, 2018 Cufflinks, Quarters, and Consumption: An Examination of 
Adolescent Burials at Dubuque's Third Street Cemetery
Noldner, Lara
International Association for Identification Mid-
Stat s Division Educational Conference
Council Bluffs November 7, 2017 Laws Protecting Ancient Human Remains in Iowa
Noldner, Lara
83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology
Washington, D.C. April 12, 2018
Mortuary Practice and the Oneota Tradition: A Case Study 
from the Dixon Site (13WD8) Woodbury Co., IA
Noldner, Lara
83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology
Washington, D.C. April 15, 2018
It's Harder than it Looks: The Realities and Complexities 
of NAGPRA Implementation (Lightning Round)
Reetz, Elizabeth
83rd Annual Meeting of the Society for American 
Archaeology
Washington, D.C. April 13, 2018
Integrating Archaeology and Environmental Education to 
Strengthen a Place-Based Curriculum
Appendix D: Publications,  
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Staff Member Journal or Book Article or Chapter Title Publication Date
Anderson, Mark L. Newsletter of the Northwest Chapter of the Iowa Archeological 
Society
Notes from the Ongoing Research at the Dixon Site, 13WD8. 2018
Carlson, Richard J., Cherie E. Haury-Artz, 
and Angela R. Collins
“The Prettiest Dam on the Maquoketa River” The Quaker Dam at 
Manchester, Iowa
Online publication produced for the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. http://www.iowaarchaeology.org/sites/default/
files/QuakerMillDam_Digital.pdf.
2017
Doershuk, John F. Plains Anthropologist 62: 276–277 Book Review: Strangers in a New Land: What Archaeology 
Reveals About the First Americans. By J.M. Adovasio and David 
Pedler. Buffalo, NY: Firefly Books. 2016. US$49.95 (HB), ISBN 
978-1-77085-363-8.
2017
Doershuk, John F. Contributed book chapter (pp. 49–58) to: Aspects of Management 
Planning for Cul ural World Heritage SItes: Principles, pproaches 
and Practices, edited by Simon Makuvaza. Springer International 
Publishing.
Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, Canada, and Cahokia Mounds 
St te Historic Site, United States.
2018
Haury-Artz, Cherie Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society 64:105 Review of Indian Country: Telling a Story in a Digital Age. 2017
Kendall, Bryan K. Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society 64:98 Review of Prehistoric Artifacts of Iowa . 2017
Mack, Jennifer E. Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society 64:98-100 Review of Plundered Skulls and Stolen Spirits: Inside the Fight to 
Reclaim Native America’s Future.
2017
Noldner, Lara K. Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society 64:100-102 Review of Archaeologists and the Dead: Mortuary Archaeology in 
Contemporary Society.
2017
Perry, Michael J. Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society 64:1-14 Douglas W. Jones: A Memorial Tribute. 2017
Whittaker, William E. Annals of Iowa 76(3)307–308 Review of Kearny’s Dragoons Out West: The Birth of the U.S. 
Cavalry.
2017
Whittaker, William E. Newsletter of the Iowa Archeological Society 67(3)4–5 Phipps Site in the News, 1952–1956. 2017
Whittaker, William E. Newsletter of the Iowa Archeological Society 67(4)2–5 Me suring Prehistoric Mounds: Problem  and Approaches 2017
Whittaker, William E. The Alliance Review, Spring:28–32 The Buried City Beautiful: The Archaeology of Des Moines. 2018
Appendix E: Appointments, Awards, and Service on 
Board , Commissi n , or Committees, Fiscal Year 2018
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Staff Member
Appointment, Award, Board, 
Commission, or Committee 
Name
Meeting Location Duration/Date Description
Anderson, Mark L. Iowa Academy of Science Board of 
Directors
varies Completed April 
2018
man ges the affairs of the Academy. It engages the services of qualified individuals to assist in 
the proper execution of Academy activities including its mission to promote science research, 
science education, the public understanding of science, and to recognize excellence in these 
endeavors. Members of the Board of Directors serve three year terms.
Anderson, Mark L. Iowa Academy of Science, 
Anthropology Section Chair
varies annual organize annual meeting presentations and posters for the Anthropology Section as well as 
provide inform ti n and support to the academy as requested.
Anderson, Mark L. Big Sand Mound Preserve Board, 
Archaeology and Geology 
Representative
Musca ine biannual demo st ate the ommitment to environmental edu ation, ecological restoration and has the 
potential to serv  as a model f  t er land stewards
Anderson, Mark L. Archaeological Institute of America, 
Iowa Society President
Iowa City annual organize annual l cture series, coordinat  nationally sponsored guest lecture visits, coordinate 
International Archaeology Day a tivities, and serve to foster and enhance the local society 
members interests in archaeology
Collins, Angela R. Assistant Editor, Journal of the Iowa 
Archeological Society
n/a  annually Assisted with layout for the vol. 64 of the Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society
Cordell, John L. University of Iowa Collectio s 
Coalition 
various University 
of Iowa campus 
locations 
monthly support UI educational, research, and service goals by encouraging and advancing the 
prof ssional care, documentation, and study of artifacts, specimens, and documents in 
the collecti ns located in the University community, to make the collections meaningful 
and accessible to members of the University and general public, and to encourage the 
professional growth and development of the administrators, curators, and keepers of the 
collections 
Doershuk, John F. Iowa Archeological Society Board 
(ex officio member}
varies tw  times annually unite thos  interested in the archaeology of Iowa; foster cooperation among professional and 
amateur archaeologists; promote the study, investigation, and interpretation of prehistoric 
and hist ri  remai s i  Iowa; provide for the dissemination of knowledge and research in 
archaeology and related disciplines; encourage the recording and preservation of sites 
and artifacts; and develop a constructive attitude toward these cultural resources through 
education and public involvement
Doershuk, John F. Adjunct Associate Professor Iowa City academic year 
2016–2017
serve as adjunct faculty for University of Iowa Department of Anthropology
Doershuk, John F. Visiting Lecturer Mt. Vernon academic year 
2016–2017
serve as lecturer for Cornell College Department of Sociol gy and Anthropology
Doershuk, John F. Grant reviewer electronically As needed Iowa Science Foundation
Doershuk, John F. Effigy Mounds National Monument 
Review Board
varies at least twice 
annually
participate in providing oversight to multiple on-going investigations concerning cultural 
resources compliance issues
Doershuk, John F. Committee member monthly Jan-Apr. 2018 UI Path Forward 2. 0 Task Force on University Engagement
Doershuk, John F. Midcontinental Journal of 
Archaeology, Editorial Board
electronically as needed by Editor advise Editor on publication issues as needed
Doershuk, John F. Register of Professional 
Archaeologists Standards Board
electronically as needed advise Standards Board Chair on issues involving grievances stemming from Register of 
Professionals Archaeologists member violations of the “Standards of Research Performance” 
(http://rpanet.org/?page=CodesandStandards) 
Doershuk, John F. Blood Run National Historic 
Landmark State Management 
Team
Larchwood and Rock 
Rapids
as needed participate in providing oversight to the on-going master planning process for the long term 
protection of ancient human remains and other cultural resources encompassed by the 
Nation Historic Landmark
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Numb r A thor Title
OSA Research Papers
Vol. 42, No. 2 Mack, Jennifer E., and Lara K. Noldner Bioarchaeological Reports on Human Skeletal Remains from Iowa a d other Prov niences
OSA Technical Rep rts
555 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase I Intensive Archaeolog cal Investigation of an Ad ition to the Propo e  Fort Dodge B2 Backwash Lagoon Project, Section 19, T89N-R28W, 
Webster County, Iowa
556 Hawki s, Alan J. Phase IA Cultural Resources Reconnaiss nce of the Maquoket  River Water T ail and the North Fork Maquoketa River Water Trail Corridors
557 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase IA Cultural Resources Reconnaissance of the Middle River Water Trail Corridor through Portions of Adair, Madison, and Warren Counties, 
Iowa
563 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of he Pr posed Roland Wastewater Treatment Facilities Upgrade Project, Section 22, T85N-R23W, 
Story County, Iowa
574 Nansel, Blane H. BROS-C026(93)--8J-26, Cultural Resources Evaluation, Davis County, Local Systems
569 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of a Pr posed Lacey-Keosauqua State Park Campground R novation Project, Section 10, T68N-
R10W, Van Buren County, Iowa
570 Collins, Angela R. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Maquoketa Caves State Park Road Reconstru tion, Maintenance, and Campground Electrical 
Project, Section 6, T84N-R2E, Jackson County, Iowa
571 Hawkins, Alan J. and Christy S. Rickers Phase I Intensive Archaeological Inves igation of th Proposed Car843325A Wetland Proj ct, Carroll County, Iowa
572 Nansel, Blane H. BROS-C091(120)--8J-91, Cultural Resources Evaluation, Warren County, Local Systems
573 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of Two Proposed Cedar Valley Habitat for Humanity Redevelopment Projects, Cedar Rapids, Linn 
County, Iowa.
575 Ledezma, Abraham, Craig Picka, 
Daniel Salas, and William E. 
Whittaker
Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for the Appanoos  Industrial C rporation Certified Site, Sections 5 and 8, T68N-R17W, Appanoose 
County, Centerville, Iowa, Revised edition
577 Schroeder, Maria F. Additional Phase I Archaeological Survey, Berhle AML Project, Section 31, T71N-R12W, Wapello County, Iowa
576 Merry, Carl A. Annual Report of Cultural Resource Investigations for the Iowa Department of Transportation, Fiscal Year 2017 (TR 576)
578 Hawkins, Alan J., and Richard J. 
Carlson
Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation and Phase IA Historic Architectural Review of the Proposed IAWTL2000 Tower, Section 10, T88N-
R9W, Buchanan County, Iowa
579 Hawkins, Alan J. Additional Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Proposed Osceola County Rural Water System Expansion Project, Section 34, 
T94N-R39W, O’Brien County, Iowa
580 Collins, Angela R., and William E. 
Whittaker
Letter report of September 15, 2017, to Monica Thelen regarding archaeological assessment of Lake Sugema boat access improvement project, 
Section 15, T68N-R10W, Des Moines Township, Van Buren County, Iowa.
581 Schroeder, Maria F. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Proposed Land Trade at Lost Island Lake Project, Section 5, T96N-R34W, Palo Alto County, 
Iowa
582 Schroeder, Maria F. Archaeological Construction Monitoring of 422 Walnut Street Project, Block 21, Des Moines, Polk County, Iowa
583 Hawkins, Alan J. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Proposed Montauk State Preserve (13FT152) Septic System Improvement Project, Section 
27, T95N-R7W, Fayette County, Iowa
584 Collins, Angela R. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Proposed Grant Park Enhancement Project, Section 14, T86N-R35W, Sac County, Iowa
585 Whittaker, William E., and Richard J. 
Carlson
Letter report of August 3, 2017, to Allison Lindner regarding archaeological Phase IA reconnaissance and historic architectural reconnaissance 
review, PCSB Bank project, Pollock and Bent, Bedford, Taylor County.
586 Kendall, Bryan S. Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of the Proposed Wetland Restoration Project, Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Sections 10 and 11, 
T80N-R22W, Polk County, Iowa
587 Nansel, Blane H. BROS-C054(109)--8J-54, Cultural Resources Evaluation, Keokuk County, Local Systems
588 Alan J. Hawkins Phase I Intensive Archaeological Investigation of Primary Roads Project NHSN-151-1(33)--2R-48, Iowa County, Iowa
Funding Received from Gifts, Fees,  
and Endowments, Fiscal Year 2018
Bioarchaeology $2,360
Curation Services1 $93,256
Strategic Initiatives $10,169
Research Technology $120,890
Publications $286
Research $28,306
Gifts/Return on Endowments $33,194
Total $288,461
 1Includes conservation easement payments 
and return on endowment fund.
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University of Iowa General Education Fund 
Support for Office of the State Archaeologist 
Operations, Fiscal Year 2018
Salaries $318,457
Fringe Benefits $121,014
General Expenses $10,684
Safety Equipment $1,022
Bioarchaeology $4,494
Total $455,671
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By the 
Numbers
% is how much gifts and endowments 
contributed to the OSA budget
1,898,736 US dollars OSA received in support from sponsored grants and contracts
archaeological sites have been newly 
recorded during the fiscal year
staff members and adjunct researchers 
worked at OSA during FY 2018
volunteer and student hours 
contributed to OSA projects
81 collections were newly accessioned during the fiscal year
58 years the OSA has served Iowa and Midwest region as a UI research center
42,855 people engaged through OSA and archaeology events
2,526
736
57
Return to Table of Contents
In addition to actively meeting its research 
priorities and Iowa Code statutory responsibilities, 
which include managing archaeological site 
location and related geospatial data, serving 
as the State Archaeological Repository, and 
providing protection for Iowa’s ancient human 
remains, the OSA energetically supports the UI 
academic mission. In addition to several OSA staff 
members appointed as adjunct faculty in the UI 
Department of Anthropology who offer courses 
in anthropology and archaeology and serve on 
Ph.D. and M.A. degree committees, many OSA 
staff members mentor honor students and train 
and supervise student workers, interns, and other 
volunteers. 
The OSA actively supports undergraduate and 
graduate student use of its archaeological, 
osteological, and comparative collections; 
scholarly documents; electronic databases; 
scientific instrumentation; and laboratory space 
for degree-related research. These resources 
contribute to the educational experience of 
students in diverse UI departments including 
American Studies, Anthropology, Art & Art 
History, Biology, Classics, Dentistry, Earth and 
Student 
Success
Environmental Sciences, Geographical and 
Sustainability Sciences, and History along with the 
programs of American Indian and Native Studies, 
the Informatics Initiative, and Museum Studies. 
The OSA regularly hosts visits from UI classes, 
provides guest lectures in Anthropology and other 
departments, offers courses in its laboratory-
multimedia facility, employs work-study students 
majoring in a wide variety of disciplines, and 
supports career-building volunteer research 
opportunities for students.
The OSA facilities, collections, and staff provided 
classroom enrichment and workplace experience 
for students. Thirteen undergraduate and three 
graduate students from the institutions listed 
below were involved in various OSA archaeological 
and related research and repository activities over 
the course of the fiscal year. These included two 
students employed in a work-study capacity. Many 
of these students used OSA resources to complete 
degree requirements along with assisting OSA-
sponsored research as volunteers to expand their 
skills. A total of 16 students and 7 members of 
the public worked to log 2,526 hours at the OSA 
contributing to projects in the lab.
Participating Institutions
University of Iowa 
Solon High School 
Iowa City—City High School 
St. Cloud State University 
Iowa Archeological Society 
North Carolina State University 
Quad Cities Chapter of the Iowa 
Archeological Society
Return to Table of Contents
View a full list of volunteers and students
Archaeological and Architectural Investigations
The OSA conducts both contract and grant-funded research involving 
archaeological and architectural history studies statewide. 
Research
Collections
The OSA continually adds archaeological materials and related documents 
to the State Archaeological Repository and provides materials for local, 
regional, and national exhibit and research purposes.
Technology
Conducting and disseminating modern high-quality archaeological research 
requires a major investment in research technology. The OSA’s involvement 
in such technology covers the gamut of twenty-first century breakthroughs 
in archaeology.
23 Presentations at  8 Regional and International Professional Conferences
Return to Table of Contents
Archaeological and Architectural Investigations
The OSA conducts both contract and grant-funded research involving archaeological and architectural 
history studies statewide. These projects, regardless of funding source or sponsor, generate important 
new knowledge on Midwestern prehistory and history, and they form the basis for many staff publications, 
professional and public presentations, and student and faculty research projects.  
Infrastructure Surveys
The OSA helped the creation and development of infrastructure throughout Iowa by 
completing 234 investigations and evaluations during FY 2018. OSA staff surveyed 
proposed roads, highways, sewer lines, urban development areas, cell towers, dams, 
parks, wastewater plants, coal mine reclamations, and quarries.
Dixon Site Analysis
Analysis and reporting of 2016–2017 excavations of the Dixon site, 13WD8, is nearing 
completion. Dixon is a large, Late Prehistoric Oneota village dating to the 1300s AD. 
Over 700 square meters of dirt and prehistoric materials were excavated from the site 
yielding just over 124,600 artifacts weighing roughly 3,154 lbs. 
Digital Archaeology
The OSA utilizes 3D modeling and thermal photogrammetry techniques captured from 
FAA licensed drones.  During FY 2018, the OSA conducted drone-assisted research at 
Kingsley Bend Mound Group in Wisconsin and Pilot Rock in Iowa.
Return to Research
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Infrastructure Surveys
The OSA conducted 234 archaeological and 
architectural projects in FY 2018, significantly 
contributing to the enhancement of statewide 
economic development.
Iowa Department of Transportation
FY 2018 marks 48 years of contracted 
services with the Iowa DOT for archaeological 
investigations and 29 years of historic 
architectural evaluations.
Cultural resource investigations were reported in 
three Phase I survey Technical Reports for Primary 
Roads projects. A total of 71 Phase IA Cultural 
Towers and Wetlands  
In FY 2018 the OSA conducted archaeological 
surveys for 46 new cellular communication 
towers and 11 wetlands. Another 11 were for 
drinking water expansions and 10 were for 
wastewater treatment facilities. Still more were 
for road, campground, and park projects. The 
OSA facilitates these infrastructure and natural 
resource projects by ascertaining the presence of 
archaeological sites in danger of being damaged 
or destroyed. This work is conducted in a myriad 
of environments and seasonal conditions. 
Resource Evaluation reports were submitted. 
Several project types received archaeological 
surveys during the 2017–2018 period including 
dike structures for a bridge replacement, a 
rapid-response archaeological site relocation 
near an active borrow area for an Interstate 
380 interchange ramp, and a wetland mitigation 
site survey. For the first time since they were 
initiated no historic architectural surveys were 
completed during the reporting year. Importantly, 
architectural and archaeological fieldwork within 
the Interstate 80 study corridor in Cedar County 
are currently underway.
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Dixon Site Analysis 
Analysis and reporting of 2016–2017 excavations 
of the Dixon site, 13WD8, is nearing completion. 
Dixon is a large, Late Prehistoric Oneota village 
dating to the 1300s AD. It is located on a mostly 
cultivated high terrace within the Little Sioux 
River valley in east-central Woodbury County. The 
river was channelized in 1913, cutting a trench 
through the western portion of the site. Charles R. 
Keyes first recorded the site in 1932 and named it 
the Beers Site after the landowner. There is little 
mention of the site until the mid-1950s when 
the first professional work took place. Numerous 
professional investigations have been conducted 
since. The Dixon site is now named after the 
current, longtime owners.
The current investigation focused on a relatively 
small portion of the roughly 65–70-acre site 
where the Little Sioux Channel has been eroding 
the site. Gradiometry analysis of the excavation 
blocks provided crucial information that aided 
field excavations. Ancient human remains were 
recovered during this investigation under the 
supervision of an OSA Bioarchaeologist and tribal 
monitors. These were reburied in April 2018.  
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Dixon Site Analysis
Over 700 square meters of dirt and prehistoric 
materials were excavated from the site yielding 
just over 124,600 artifacts weighing roughly 
3,154 lbs. At least 43 pit features were identified 
and possibly two or three partial structures. Bison 
was a dietary staple along with corn, squash, and 
beans. Tobacco was also abundant along with wild 
foodstuffs. A wide variety of mammals, reptiles, 
and amphibians were hunted along with at least 5 
types of fish and 27 types of fresh water mussels. 
Dogs were also present on site. Various sized 
ceramic jars were produced on site. Lithic material 
for tool production links the Dixon site with north 
central and northeast Iowa, southwest Minnesota, 
southwest Iowa, and further west to Kansas, 
Nebraska, and the Dakotas. A copper tool used 
for making chipped stone tools was recovered, as 
were mussel shell and bone beads, and catlinite 
for manufacturing pipes and other ornaments.
Retaining wall construction is complete and 
further erosion of the site has stopped. Future 
research should focus on several important 
questions: determination of actual site size; 
sampling more of the site for a better intra site 
understanding; and how the Dixon site fits into the 
wider Oneota settlement of northwest Iowa.
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Pilot Rock
Pilot Rock is a massive boulder transported by 
a glacier to rest on a high bluff overlooking the 
Little Sioux River valley south of the present 
town of Cherokee, Iowa. The boulder is so large 
early explorers used the stone a landmark and 
navigational aid. Recent investigations recovered 
a Woodland-period projectile point from the 
base of the rock. Pilot Rock also features several 
prehistoric incised images called petroglyphs. 
The largest petroglyph is a “turkey track” that 
measures over one foot long. Rocks such as this 
one are considered sacred places by past and 
present Native Americans.
Using digital technology to build 3D models of 
significant places like Pilot Rock allow researchers 
tremendous opportunity to analyze spatial 
relationships highlighting patterns previously 
undetected solely through field observations.
Digital Archaeology
The OSA utilizes 3D modeling and thermal 
photogrammetry techniques acquired from FAA 
licensed drones.  Including Mary De La Garza, 
the Research Technology Director, three staff 
members at OSA are currently licensed by the FAA 
to pilot small unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS).
Visit the Research Technology page for details 
about our drones and other OSA instruments.
Bird Effigy at Kingsley Bend Mound Group
Kingsley Bend Indian Mound Group, located just 
south of Wisconsin Dells, includes approximately 
20 prehistoric mounds shaped as symbolic 
animals representing realms of the air (bird), earth 
(bear), and water (water spirit or panther). Today, 
Kingsley Bend is owned and maintained by the Ho-
Chunk Nation.
The OSA conducted thermal imagery analysis of a 
bird effigy mound to help ascertain its boundaries 
and state of erosion to assist the Ho-Chunk Nation 
in their management of this sacred resource.
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Research Loan
Dr. Carol E. Colaninno, Assistant Research 
Professor at the Center for STEM Research, 
Education, and Outreach at Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville renewed her loan of 
zooarchaeological remains from the Gast Farm 
site, 13LA12. These remains will aid her in 
developing a zooarchaeological database that will 
allow students to study deep-time perspective of 
human-riverine dynamics.
Collections Research
OSA adjunct researcher, Dr. Joseph A. Tiffany, 
for the last six months has reanalyzed ceramics 
from the Phipps site, 13CK21, a Mill Creek Culture 
village site, dating between A.D. 1100 and 1200. 
The collection studied is from the State University 
of Iowa’s 1955-1956 field school excavations 
directed by Reynold J. Ruppé. Dr. Tiffany 
discovered a ceramic rim from a seed jar that 
had a painted depiction of a bison. This had gone 
undiscovered for over sixty years and underscores 
the importance of long-curated collections for 
new research.
New Repository Shelving
OSA increased its capacity for housing collections 
by the installation of compact mobile shelving 
in Room B1. The shelving has a capacity to hold 
1,000 cubic feet of collections.
Deaccessioned Collections
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mississippi 
Valley Division created one of three regional 
repositories for its collections at the Illinois State 
Museum Collections and Research Center. OSA 
packed up and transferred over 1,000 separate 
collections amounting to 250 cubic feet of Rock 
Island District Corps of Engineers collections for 
curation at the regional repository
81 collections accessioned this fiscal year
7 collections loaned this fiscal year
272,620  total document records  
91 percent available digitally
 
Research Collections
The OSA continually adds archaeological materials 
and related documents to the State Archaeological 
Repository and provides materials for local, 
regional, and national exhibit and research 
purposes. Highlights in FY 2018 include a loan 
renewal of zooarchaeological remains to help build 
a dataset for student research into human-riverine 
dynamics, collections research that resulted in 
the discovery of a heretofore unknown painted 
ceramic depicting a bison. Additionally, new 
compact mobile shelving was installed in Room 
B1. Collections owned by the Rock Island District 
Corps of Engineers were deaccessioned and 
transferred to a new repository for curation. 
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Research Technology 
OSA’s commitment to conducting 
and disseminating modern high-
quality archaeological research 
requires a major investment in research 
technology. From maintaining complex databases, 
to deploying a suite of scientific instruments and 
equipment, to supporting an array of Internet and other 
social media, the OSA’s involvement in research technology 
covers the gamut of twenty-first century breakthroughs 
in archaeology. In FY 2018 I-SitesPro Mobile was 
successfully deployed and is now in use by the 
consulting community in Iowa.
Fiscal Year 2018 Numbers
736 newly recorded sites
29,850 total sites recorded in Iowa
238 data searches 
328 registered I-SitePro users
$120,890 in research technology fees
Iowa Site File
Most archaeological sites are recorded in the Iowa Site File as a result of 
cultural resource surveys conducted by professional archaeologists. Some, 
however, are reported by landowners, avocational archaeologists, and other 
non-professionals. 
Field and Laboratory Technology
Many of OSA’s research endeavors require the use of highly specialized 
scientific technology in both the field and laboratory setting.
Website and App Development
During FY 2018 the OSA maintained several websites and apps focused on 
archaeology and heritage preservation, including ancient trails in Iowa, 
the Paleocultural Research Group of Colorado, and the Iowa Blood Run 
Cultural Landscape Master Plan.  The OSA continued its management of the 
Plains Anthropological Conference, the Midwest Archaeological Conference, 
I-SitesPro, I-Sites Public, I-SitesGov and BloodRunNHL portals.  
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Iowa Site File
Most archaeological sites are recorded in the Iowa Site File 
(ISF) as a result of cultural resource surveys conducted by 
professional archaeologists. Some, however, are reported 
by landowners, avocational archaeologists, and other non-
professionals.
Each archaeological site recorded in the ISF contains 
information in a relational database and their locations are 
stored in a geographic information system database. Revenue 
generated from site searches and I-SitesPro (see below) license 
fees help to offset program costs to maintain the system.  
I-SitesPublic Access
Information from the ISF is also provided on the World Wide 
Web. The I-SitesPublic Internet map server (archaeology.uiowa.
edu/i-sites) provides users with access to maps of all 99 Iowa 
counties showing the locations of Public Land Survey System 
square-mile sections where archaeological sites have been 
recorded. 
I-SitesGov
I-SitesGov, intended for use by non-archaeologists, is a 
low-cost fee-based website with mobile applicability that 
provides quarter-section location of archaeological sites to 
aid in government, state, and local planning. To learn more 
about I-SitesGov and how to obtain a license, contact the Site 
Records Manager (319-384-0735).
I-SitesPro
This password-protected website (www.iowaisites.com) 
provides qualified professional archaeologists and their staff 
with access to more detailed data on archaeological sites and 
related information from OSA’s archives. This level of access 
includes recorded archaeological site locations and previously 
archaeologically surveyed areas.
Return to Research Technology
Return to Research
Return to Table of Contents
Field and Laboratory Technology
Many of OSA’s research endeavors require the 
use of highly specialized scientific technology in 
both the field and lab. In addition to high-powered 
research microscopes and other equipment, the 
following devices were exploited in FY 2018 to 
assist a wide range of research activities.
Global Positioning System
The OSA uses a variety of global positioning 
system (GPS) units including the Trimble Juno 
SB with a locational accuracy of ±1.5 meters and 
the Spectra Precision Mobile Mapper 120 with 
an accuracy of ±0.5 m.  The Mobile Mapper 120 
unit’s data can be post-processed for an improved 
±10-20 cm accuracy. 
Robotic Direct Aiming Total Station 
In 2018 the OSA continued to utilize the Topcon 
DS-205AC direct aiming total station—a 
motorized total station with automatic aiming 
technology designed to be operated by one 
person with a rover prism. Survey accuracies are 
on the order of ±2 mm. 
Drone for Archaeology
The OSA currently has two quadcopter drones: a 
3DR Solo and a DJI Phantom 3. These drones can 
be equipped with GoPro or FLIR thermal cameras 
able to capture surface and below surface data. 
During the fiscal year, data was collected from 
Pilot Rock and Kingsley Bend Mound Group (see 
Digital Archaeology page). The data from the sites 
are being used to create and view high-resolution 
2D and 3D models in Pix4D, a cloud and desktop 
processing software. 
3D Scanning and Printing
OSA’s NextEngine 3D Laser Scanner uses multi-
laser scanning technology to create a 3D surface 
models and reproductions. The Scan Studio HD 
Pro software produces a textured model suitable 
for analysis and 3D printing. The image above is a 
3D model of a historic Euroamerican cranium from 
the UI Stanford Collection (see Bioarchaeology 
page). Examples of 3D scanned models of artifacts 
can be viewed on Sketchfab. 
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UI Stanford Collection Research 
and Documentation 
Three students, Alexis Williams, Phyllis Brower, 
and Kaitlyn Walker worked through fall and 
spring semesters, as well as in the summer, doing 
osteological documentation of individuals in the 
UI Stanford Collection. Together they created 
osteological profiles for a total of 94 individuals.
We also hosted one visiting researcher, Britta 
Weitzel, a graduate student from North Carolina 
State University, who is comparing the accuracy of 
two different softwares used to estimate sex using 
metric measurements of the os coxae.
View table of conferences and public 
presentations
Bioarchaeology
Iowa counties represented in FY 2018 44
Ancient burial site investigations/reports 41
Consulatation for development projects 29
Inadvertent discovery investigations 10
Reburials (Euroamerican + Native American) 4
NAGPRA Notices of Inventory submitted 3
3D Documentation of Ancient 
Human Remains
This fiscal year we also made great strides in 
3D documentation of the OSA’s collection of 
ancient human remains. Volunteers Katey Kelly, 
Melissa Hamilton, Jenna Hentrich, Deb Kotto, 
Connie Cherba, Patty Pochocki and Spencer Silver 
completed image processing for a total of 135 
skeletal elements.
With a Staff Excellence Award, software was also 
purchased for geometric morphometric analysis 
of crania in the OSA’s collections. Lara will be 
conducting research to both report on inter- and 
intra-observer error of the method, and to try to 
determine cultural affiliation of Native American 
individuals with limited provenience.
Through its Bioarchaeology Program, the OSA 
continues to work closely with Native American 
tribes that trace their heritage to Iowa, with 
landowners who serve as site stewards, and 
with local, state, and federal agencies to see to 
the protection of ancient burial sites and human 
remains throughout the state. The following is a 
summary of the projects we were involved in this 
past year.
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Strategic 
Initiatives
The OSA provides resources and opportunities that encourage the understanding, 
appreciation, and stewardship of Iowa’s archaeological past. Events took place in 46 
Iowa counties reaching nearly 43,000 people.
Exploring Iowa Archaeology in the K–12 
Classroom
The OSA develops and presents a variety of activities for K–12 audiences 
that are interdisciplinary, inquiry-based, hands-on, and based on current 
classroom content and teacher needs. OSA’s success keeps it busy 
collaborating with archaeology education leaders across the nation.
Bringing Archaeology to Iowa Communities
Project AWARE and the Meskwaki Powwow are just some of the events 
and programs that engaged thousands of Iowans this past year.
UI Mobile Museum
The OSA is part of a collaborative team with the Office of the Vice 
President for Research and Economic Development and the Pentacrest 
Museums for the development and administration of the UI Mobile 
Museum, its exhibits, and resources for educators.
Iowa Archaeology on Social Media
In addition to the OSA webpage, Iowa Archaeology social media 
accounts bring the archaeology of our community to tens of thousands 
of people across the world.
Community/Public Presentations 2557
Special Interest/Private Lectures 247
K-12 Presentations/Tours 834
Higher Education Lectures/Workshops 106
Professional Conferences 800
Exhibit Booth or Outreach Tent 1555
Mobile Museum 36,756
Total 42,855
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Exploring Iowa Archaeology in the K–12 Classroom
A total of 834 K–12 students in eight Iowa 
counties and Utah participated in archaeology 
presentations, activities, tours, and field trips with 
OSA staff. Many of these presentations involved, 
Exploring Iowa Archaeology in the K–12 Classroom 
activities. This program is awarded with the 
Governor’s STEM Advisory Council Seal of Approval. 
OSA staff reached over 2,000 additional K–12 
students through educational resources, including 
archaeology Discovery Trunks and curricula used by 
teachers across the state. 
The U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s Project 
Archaeology, a national archaeological and 
heritage education program active in 42 states 
and the District of Columbia, continues to be an 
integral part of OSA’s education and outreach 
activities. Last August, OSA’s Director of Strategic 
Initiatives, Elizabeth Reetz, participated in a Project 
Archaeology “Investigating Nutrition” Leadership 
Legacy Institute at the Oriental Institute in Chicago. 
In June, she traveled to Bears Ears National 
Monument near Blanding, Utah, to participate in an 
archaeology Girl Scout camp organized by Project 
Archaeology and Southern Utah University. This 
camp included participants from the Navajo Nation, 
Ute Indian Tribe, USDA Forest Service, and Utah 
State Parks.   
Last year, OSA was awarded a grant through 
the Department of Natural Resources Resource 
Enhancement and Protection Conservation 
Education Program (REAP-CEP) to create a full-day 
curricular unit on archaeology for the University 
of Iowa Recreational Services’ School of the Wild 
Program. Each school year, over 1,100 students 
and teachers learned about human interaction 
with the land through scientific inquiry, focused 
on simple shelter building, a Meskwaki wickiup, 
and the ruins of a historical farmstead at the 
Macbride Nature Recreation Area. This continues 
to be a strong component of the School of the Wild 
program, and OSA staff helped students from Tate 
High School to create a second wickiup frame as a 
service learning project.   
Beyond the classroom, the OSA has been promoting 
Iowa’s education program successes and 
contributing to the field of archaeology education 
on a national level. In October, Elizabeth, who 
serves on the Project Archaeology leadership 
team member, traveled to Bozeman, Montanna, for 
the leadership team’s biennial meeting. Elizabeth 
also presented on archaeology education at the 
Society for American Archaeology (SAA) annual 
meeting, and serves as the SAA’s Public Education 
Committee chairperson. OSA archaeologist, 
Chérie Haury-Artz, presented at the 75th Plains 
Anthropological Conference on her partnership 
with Iowa Lakeside Lab the past three years to 
teach archaeology through “Iowa in the Time of 
Shakespeare.” Together, Elizabeth and Chérie, 
along with School of the Wild staff, drafted a book 
chapter on the integration of archaeology and 
environmental education at School of the Wild, for 
a future publication about creative ways to promote 
archaeological stewardship.
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Bringing Archaeology to Iowa Communities
The 103rd Annual Meskwaki Powwow
The Meskwaki Annual Powwow is one of OSA’s 
biggest community events each year, and OSA has 
partnered with the Meskwaki Tribal Museum to 
exhibit at the Powwow for over a decade. This year, 
the archaeology outreach booth reached about 800 
Powwow visitors who viewed the archaeological 
timeline display, played traditional toys and games, 
received temporary tattoos, and talked with staff 
about archaeology and Iowa history. OSA staff 
returned to the Meskwaki Settlement two more 
times this past year, to attend the Meskwaki Art 
Symposium, We we ni to tti ki, and the Great Lakes 
Intertribal Food Summit.
Aerial Reconnaissance Training for 
Heritage Preservation
This past year, the OSA Strategic Initiatives 
and Research Technology programs partnered 
to give three workshops or presentations to 
Wisconsin tribes and agency professionals on 
drone technology. OSA ran a full-day workshop 
in Wisconsin Dells, sponsored by the Ho-Chunk 
Nation, including indoor background sessions and 
an outdoor practicum at the Kingsley Bend Mound 
Group. Staff also presented at the Wisconsin Tribal 
Transportation Conference and Tribal Historic 
Preservation Project Annual Listening Session.
Engaging with the Interested Public 
through Heritage Preservation 
Organizations
The OSA continues to foster strong relationships 
with heritage preservation organizations across the 
state. A long-standing partnership with the Iowa 
Archeological Society (IAS) helps OSA connect with 
Iowans, particularly in rural regions, who have a 
special interest in archaeology. OSA staff members 
serve on the IAS Board of Directors, attend and 
present at the spring and fall meetings, and 
contribute to both the annual Journal of the Iowa 
Archaeological Society and the quarterly Newsletter 
of the Iowa Archeological Society. The IAS makes 
a generous annual contribution to the OSA to help 
fund education and outreach activities across the 
state. 
OSA staff reached over 4,300 people in 24 Iowa counties, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Nebraska this past fiscal year to give public community presentations and 
private lectures or staff an exhibit table or outreach tent. An additional 22 counties were reached through archaeology outreach via the UI Mobile Museum. 
The OSA provided programming and assistance to educational, historical, cultural, environmental, community, and tribal organizations statewide, including but 
not limited to: the UI, Iowa Archeological Society (IAS), Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Meskwaki Nation, Ho-Chunk Nation, and several Iowa county 
conservation boards. 
Project Aware
The OSA participated in the 15th annual Project 
AWARE, sponsored by the Iowa DNR. Project AWARE 
(A Watershed and River Expedition) took place on 
the upper Cedar River in Floyd and Mitchell counties 
from July 10-14, 2017. OSA Staff Chérie Haury-Artz 
and Elizabeth Reetz were “resident archaeologists” 
for the week. They were joined by archaeologist Joe 
Artz, as well as several Iowa Archeological Society 
members. Over the course of five days, 28 tons 
of trash were removed from a 55-mile stretch of 
river including: 368 tires, 14.9 tons of scrap metal, 
2.5 tons of recyclables, and 3.3 tons of trash. OSA 
gave an archaeological preview of each day’s route 
during the morning announcements, which included 
about 50 previously recorded sites within 100 
meters of the river banks. During the longest paddle 
day of 17.5 miles, paddlers passed 19 recorded 
archaeological sites OSA also taught campers how 
to throw spears with an atlatl. 
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UI Mobile Museum
The OSA is part of a collaborative team with the 
UI’s Office of the Vice President for Research 
and Economic Development and the Pentacrest 
Museums for the development and administration 
of the UI Mobile Museum. The Mobile Museum has 
new exhibits each calendar year, which are open 
to the public from April 1 through October 31. 
OSA contributions to the Mobile Museum in 2017 
included the development of exhibits, Oneota 
Archaeological Connections and Delving Deep. 
36,846  visitors in 34 counties across Iowa viewed 
these exhibits, which traveled until October 31. 
OSA educators compiled exhibit-related lessons for 
Oneota Archaeological Connections and Delving 
Deep in 2017 for teachers across Iowa to further 
engage their students before, during, and after 
Mobile Museum visits.
The OSA worked with partners across campus to 
on two exhibits for the 2018 calendar year: Wild 
Iowa: Awareness, Appreciation, and Action 
and A Matter of Scales: Pangolins in Peril. As 
an added component to engage students before 
their visit, OSA created a video to introduce the 
Mobile Museum for classroom teachers. From April 
1 through the end of FY 2017, the 2018 Mobile 
Museum exhibits traveled to 18 counties. In addition 
to OSA and Pentacrest staff, the Mobile Museum 
employed a coordinator, assistant coordinator, three 
student docents, and a Museum Studies intern.  
By assisting as Mobile Museum educators in FY 
2017, OSA staff reached an additional 36,756 
Iowans, bringing the total OSA face-to-face 
interactions with a public audience to 42,855 
people.
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@IowaArchaeology 
3,423 followers  815  
 592,591 total daily views 
2,315 followers  341 
53,400 impressions
17,315 followers 
    3,023
1,240 followers 
    164
4,655 unique views 
   84 subscribers
The education and outreach content on the OSA website remained a vigorous, interactive conduit between 
the public and the OSA.  The OSA’s social media pages were an important venue for disseminating news and 
program information in FY 2018. Active social media platforms administered by the OSA include Facebook, 
Twitter, Tumblr, Instagram, and YouTube.  
The number of unique Facebook users who 
actively engaged with content through likes, 
comments, shares, or clicks averaged 229 per 
post. A sum of the total daily number of people 
who viewed content associated with the page 
for FY 2017 equals 592,591, which is a 176,696 
increase from FY 2016! 
The most popular Facebook posts were weekly 
photograph features. The most popular post, a small 
arrowhead from the Blood Run site, was served to a 
total of 22,951 people, with 3,678 unique engaged 
users, 230 likes, and 34,367 total impressions, 
demonstrating the platform’s powerful potential in 
terms of engagement and outreach.
Over the course of the fiscal year, impressions (the number of times a Twitter user saw an Iowa 
Archaeology tweet) totaled 53,400, with an average of 146 impressions per day. The most 
engaging tweet, seen by 2,648 people, was part of a social media #museumsnowballfight. 
Videos uploaded to the Iowa Archaeology YouTube channel 
generated 4,655 unique views in FY 2018. The channel gained 
84 new subscribers. The most popular Iowa Archaeology videos 
are from the Ancient Iowa Film Series produced by former State 
Archaeologist Marshall McKusick in the 1970s.
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